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Commemorating 50 years in 
business, print and electronic 
publishing house 3S Media 
welcomed clients, associates, 
friends and family to the 
Birchwood Hotel & OR Tambo 
Conference Centre on 31 
March 2011. The elegant 
anniversary celebration was 
hosted by publisher and MD 
Elizabeth Shorten, who also 
marked a decade at the helm 
in March this year.  
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As one of the founders of busi-
ness-to-business publishing in South 
Africa, Elizabeth’s father John Shorten 
established the company, formerly 
Shorten Publications, in 1960. 

His first magazine IMIESA is in its 36th 
year of publication and has received 
numerous awards over the years. It is 
probably the most successful monthly 
publication in the field of infrastructure 
development and service delivery.

Elizabeth, who came from a news-
paper and consumer magazine journal-
ism background in London, wasn’t sure 
what to expect when she moved back 
to South Africa in 2001 to take the reins 
at Shorten Publications. She recalls, “I 
became immersed in engineering, water, 
waste management, emergency servic-
es – all matters of life and death. It was 
very challenging and I knew had to get to 
grips with it pretty fast.” 

She inherited three publications and 
soon set about launching and purchas-
ing others. Today, 3S Media’s stable 
boasts 10 print publications, almost all 
of which have won or been nominated 

The Birchwood Hotel & OR 
Tambo Conference Centre 

offers even the most demanding 
business guest or event 

organiser an exciting range of 
meeting and event facilities, 
coupled with dedicated and 

committed staff to ensure peace 
of mind and successful events. 
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an unforgettable evening, coloured with 
all things black, white and red – the 
company colours. It was an incredible 
success. Commenting on the evening, 
Elizabeth noted that the  relaxed yet 
 sophisticated vibe created by Birch-
wood’s striking outdoor Bedouin tent 
was both unusual and unique, and was 
perfectly suited to achieving 3S Media’s 
desire for a memorable event.  

“The flow, from the clear blue sky and 
outdoor welcome area, to the Bedouin 
with its chill zone lounge-type atmos-
phere, which protected us from a minor 
cloudburst, to the boma-like bar and 
buffet area with views of the starry night, 
gave a unique open feel to the event.” 

for PICA Awards for publishing excel-
lence, and some of which have also 
been recognised  for journalism. 

Although it was a difficult decision, in 
2005 Elizabeth changed the 45-year-
old family company name from Shorten 
Publications to 3S Media. “It’s a ques-

tion of having the vision and courage to 
acknowledge what the future holds,” she 
says. “The Internet had been in popular 
use since the 1990s. The writing was on 
the wall – or rather, it was no longer just 
on the printed page. Publishers had to 
adapt. We needed to deliver content 

across multiple platforms. We are no 
longer publishers, but media owners.”

In accordance with this strategy, the 
company launched a number of indus-
try websites to meet the online informa-
tion needs of its business communities. 
It also represents the international min-
ing portal, www.miningne.ws. 

With half a century of print and online 
success to celebrate, CS Media enjoyed 
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Whether for a conference, product launch, seminar, directors’ meeting or special 
occasion, check out the diversity of the Birchwood Hotel and check in for an event that 
is sure to be remembered.

Birchwood Hotel & OR Tambo 
Conference Centre 

Birchwood Hotel & OR Tambo 
Conference Centre 

Birchwood Hotel & OR Tambo 
Conference Centre 

For an evening with a difference, experience the Birchwood’s thatched covered lapa, 
Phomolong, which comfortably accommodates up to 500 guests, or the Serengeti Lapa 
for larger groups of up to 650.  

Venue
Whether you are looking for the ideal 
spot to host an intimate board meeting 
or a comprehensive venue for a training 
session of up to 1 500 delegates, the 
Birchwood can cater for all your needs. 
The total size of the facility that is un-

Birchwood Hotel 
& OR Tambo 
Conference Centre 
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der roof is a whopping 
44 458 m², which in-
corporates 665 guest 
bedrooms and 50 
different conference 
facilities, all conven-
iently located 7 km 
from OR Tambo In-
ternational Airport. 

The Birchwood 
first opened its 
doors in 1998 
as a one con-
ference facility 
and 80 guest 
bedroom hotel. 
Since then, nu-
merous devel-
opments have 
taken place at 
the venue in answer to the evolving 
needs of the business tourism industry. 
In conjunction with the 50 conference 
rooms and 450 bedrooms, the Birch-
wood boasts a long list of on-site addi-
tional service offerings. These include: 
• audio-visual equipment hire and on-
site support 
•  the Lotus Spa 
•  executive accommodation 
•  banqueting services 
•  a chapel and wedding venue 
• various dining options, including the 
superb Local Grill, Tazza Caffe and the 
Birchwood Spur
•  a gymnasium with a sauna and steam 

rooms 

•full business 
services
•Events, ser-
vices and de-
cor, all themed 
using in-house 

capability
•complimentary 
scheduled shut-
tle services 
•professional cor-
porate teambuild-
ing provided by the 
Ventures Group 

• tour operator services overseen by 
Top Shot Tours 
• car hire from Tempest Car Hire.
Natalie Nelson, 3S Media’s marketing 
manager, responsible for the organis-
ing of the anniversary celebration, was 
hugely impressed with the end result, 
from the way in which the stylish furni-
ture was set up with precision and ele-
gant creativity to the excellent utilisation 
of the different spaces. 

She explains: “Birchwood’s Bedouin 
tent is such an exquisite setting, and 
something totally out of the norm.  Being 

outdoors for our function was a bit of a 
gamble, but the evening was beautifully 
warm and it really was quite lovely to be 
out in the open and free to mingle. We did, 
however, experience a short, sharp shower, 
but even that wasn’t a problem for staff at 
the Birchwood, who acted swiftly and with 
precision, moving the buffet station to a 
covered area. The staff were on hand and 
visible at all times, ensuring that things ran 
smoothly right throughout the evening.”  

The Birchwood is accessible from three 
major highways, making it an ideal loca-
tion for all Gauteng commuters. In addition, 
the hotel is within minutes of Rhodesfield 
Station, so it is easily accessible for guests 
 using the Gautrain.

The Birchwood seeks to cater for all 
 conferencing and accommodation require-
ments as a one-stop shop for conferenc-
ing, corporate and leisure events and busi-
ness travel. Conference rooms range from 
various boardrooms – some as small as 
 accommodating four delegates only – to 
the largest venue, the OR Tambo Centre, 

which comfortably seats 1 500 delegates, 
cinema style. Several venues have large 
doors, which allow for vehicle access, while 
others are ideal for gala dinners, award cer-
emonies and banquets.

Catering
3S Media selected 
a special themed 
menu from the 
B i r c h w o o d ’ s 
cocktail for coun-
tries range. And 
what might have 
seemed rather 
run of the mill on 
paper was any-
thing but when 
enjoyed one de-
licious mouthful 
by the next. 

Small por-
tions of fish 
and chips were 
cleverly served 

The Birchwood’s ‘cocktail for countries’ special themed menu comprises an Asian selection, a 
South African selection and an Italian selection of appetising canapé-style eats. Served from a 
well-presented buffet station, every food option tastes as good as it looks. 

The Birchwood presents a variety of menu offerings to 
complete any type of function or event, from traditional 
South African braais and themed cocktail function menus 
to evenings themed completely in Caribbean, Oscar or 
Jazz styles, to name but a few. 

Action Entertainment promotes 
and delivers the finest live 
specialty acts and entertainment 
services sourced from all over 
the world, for conferences and 
corporate events. 

Birchwood 

Birchwood 

Birchwood 

Action Entertainment

Action Entertainment

Action Entertainment
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in brown paper bags, spaghetti bolog-
naise morsels were dished up on phyllo 
pockets and butter chicken roti served 
in trendy Chinese takeaway boxes. All 
fingers were pointed at culinary master-
mind and executive chef at the Birch-
wood Michael Tsekoa. 

Explaining his creative inspiration for 
the unique menu and serving styles, 
Tsekoa says, “I’m lost for words on this 
one. It’s just the love of food I suppose; 
playing around with tastes, ingredients 
and ideas, and creating something 

 special out of 
what are in fact 
very ordinary 
meals and, of 
course, pre-
senting it well 
in our beauti-
ful gardens 
at the Birch-
wood.”

N a t a l i e 
says: “The 
c a t e r -
ing was 
refresh-
ingly different 
from the usual canapés 
one expects at a cocktail party. 
The fish and chips in a bag were a 
major talking point, with guests going 
back for seconds and even thirds. The 
outstanding lamb curry in the miniature 
takeaway boxes was just divine, as was 
the sushi – most delicious.” 

Apart from being highly impressed 
with the variety and scrumptiousness of 
the food, Elizabeth was pleasantly sur-
prised by the abundance of food that 
was made available for her guests. 

Entertainment
Throughout the evening, guests of 3S 
Media were treated to an excellent se-
lection of entertainment sourced from 
one of South Africa’s leading booking 
agents, Action Entertainment, which 
specialises in professional entertain-
ment and event services.

Discussing the enticing, almost carni-
val-like busking activities that were on 
the go even before the first guests had 
arrived, Natalie recalls: “We took a step 
away from the formal entertainment that 
one so often finds at cocktail functions 
and took advantage of the fact that we 
were outdoors. We had a juggler, a stilt 
walker, a mime artist and a magician. 

Make your event an 
unforgettable one 
Book your events or expos at Vodacom World and we’ll make sure 
it’s a day to remember. 
For more information contact us on +27 11 653 6580
or email: vodacomworldevents@vodacom.co.za

Vodacom World is a lifestyle destination, renowned for its

vodacom.co.za/events

Useful contacts
Birchwood Hotel & OR Tambo 
Conference Centre
Tel: +27 (0)11 897 0000
E-mail: reservations@birchwoodhotel.co.za 
www.birchwoodhotel.co.za

Action Entertainment
Cell: +27 (0)82 368 9632 
www.actionentertainment.co.za

Jacques Lagesse
Musician/entertainer
Cell: +27 (0)82 652 7260
jacques@jacqueslagesse.com
www.jacqueslagesse.com

Model Image Photography
Stacey Osborne-Venter
Cell: +27 (0)82 839 2260
modelimage2006@yahoo.com
www.modelimage.co.za

The end 
result of 

A c t i o n 
Entertain-

ment’s rec-
ommenda-

tions was a 
really special 

combination 
of performers. 

The amazing 
thing was that 

although the acts 
were exception-
ally engaging they 

weren’t at all intru-
sive, which gave 

staff and guests the 
freedom needed to

network. I can only assume 
that it takes a fine balance of talent and 
manner, and the artists from Action En-
tertainment seemed to perfect this in a 
completely natural way.” 

As the final hues of sunset gave way 
to the night-time sky and the formali-
ties got under way, velvety vocals and 
the mellow tones of an acoustic gui-
tar filtered through the air, sung and 
strummed by none other than much-
loved local crooner Jacques Lagesse. 
His repertoire consists mainly of popu-
lar brands of laid-back jazz standards 
and evergreen romantic ballads, which 
Elizabeth felt fitted in perfectly with 
3S Media’s anniversary celebration. 
Lagesse is often compared to the latter-
day crooners such as Nat King Cole, 
Dean Martin, Frank Sinatra and, more 
recently, Michael Bublé. This ‘walking 
minstral’ has a classic dress sense and 
is completely at ease while he tunefully 
interacts with guests and audiences. His 
remarkable ability to roam large venues 
while performing unplugged make him 
the perfect entertainer for a variety of 
corporate, business-to-business, mar-
keting or promotions events.

Natalie and her team’s meticulous 
planning and creative design efforts 
were expertly supported by the hands-
on operations of Birchwood’s staff. The 
eye-catching venue choice and con-
tinuous brand recognition in various 
decor and furniture elements gave 3S 
Media’s 50th anniversary celebration 
everything required for a successful 
and memorable event. Congratula-
tions and bottoms up to another 50! 

Jacques Lagesse

Lagesse’s musical treats consist of a 
popular brand of laid-back jazz standards 
and evergreen romantic ballads. He 
has a strong flair for Latin rhythms and 
incorporates several Bosa Nova and 
Samba tunes in his repertoire of more 
than 300 songs 


